GLOBAL WATER

Overcoming Disease, Hunger and Poverty...
with Water

We’re changing the world - one village at a time

Water ... worth more than gold and necessary for survival above all other resources on earth.
And yet, over one billion men, women, and children do not have safe water to drink and therefore will never
live a healthy life.

Who are these people?

They ara tha innocent children and desperate families living in overcrowded urban ghetios,
in refugee encampments, and in towns and villages too numerous to count in rural areas
of developing countries,

Here, lass than 50% of the population have access to safe drinking water and only 25% have
access to sanitary systems.

They are unforfunate victims of drought and ever-changing environmental conditions.
When drought occurs, their countryside is fransformed into an and wasteland where every living
thing seams to cry out for lack of water.

These precious people do not have encugh waler 1o
ﬁ]mw and harvest food, enough water to keep thair livastock alive, enough clean water to protect
emselves and their children from hunger and disease. They do nof have enough water fto survive

Water... can feed the hungry

Worldwide hunger problems are really water problems

Without water, crops and livestock wither and die. Peopla go hungry and bacome weaak. Weaknass allows disease to
run its course and finally the "Quiet Killer” — hunger, takes its toll,

Al this moment, many communibies in over 50 counines throughout the world are SI.I'H"EII'iI'Ig needlessly becausa waler
is either insufficient or polluted or may not exist at all. A sad ironLl;mat many times there is life saving water just 100
feet away! Directly underground. So near, yvet too far for people ing the tools and knowledge o reach it.

But with technologies ranging from simple and inexpansive to state-of-the-art, Global Water i helping poor communities
in developing countries find new supplies of clean, life-sustaining water, And when clean, fresh water begins to flow
In a community = a whole new life begins = free from the threat of food shortages and a myriad of health-related
problems that are associaled with hunger. That's the power of waler.

Water ... can prevent disease
Daily, tens of thousands of men, women, and children die from diseases directly related to drinking poliuted water.

Even if there is anough food to eat, families may still be slowly dying from anather form of hunger called “invisible hunger”

and it comes from drinking unsafe water. Waterborne parasites, received from drinking contaminated water, multiphy

gunﬁwmaly in n:vaaur weakened bodies — robbing their hosts of the nourishment and energy they need to grow and
evelop normally.

A full 80% of fatal childhood diseases that kil children and destroy families worldwide are caused — not by shortages of
food and medicine -- but by drinking contaminated water. When you think of fighling hunger, you may think anly of
emergen mﬁ:hrﬁ bringing shipments of food. When you think of healing disease, you may think only of doctors,
nurses an ne.

But you can actually stop hunger, heal disease and save many thousands of precious lives with the simple gift of water.
And long after a humanitarian relief effort has ended and temporary medical teams have gone - the gift of water continuas
o heal. If's the solution that lasts a lifetime

Water ... can overcome poverty
Water is the lifeblood of a community. When water is unsafe to drink, the
entire community suffers.

Sick children lack the energy to leam and weak young men lack the drive to work hard = and s0 poverty continues. In many
rural communities, it is the women and children who are responsible for locating and transporting water, Fulfilling this. daily
responsibility often leaves litle or no time for women fo pursue developmental opportunities and for the young to get an
education = and so poverty continues.

Mothing can change a community like providing a source of clean water for the first time. It creates a complete transformation.

It has the power to actually stop the cycle of poverty. The entire communily becomes healthier. For the first time, children

become eager to leam while young men and women are able to work harder to produce an income and more food. Everyone

can anvision bater futures and begin working towards them.Giving clean waber 1o a poverty stricken community is like
iving a blocd transfusion to a dying man. Waler means new potential, new hope for a belier tomorrow, and a new life.
imply put - Global Water helps people help themsalves

Founded in 1982, Global Water is a volunteer-based international, non-profit humanitarian organization.
We're focused on creating safe water supplies, sanitation facilities and hygiene-related facilities
for rural villagers in developing countries. We believe the lack of safe drinking water and
sanitation facilities are the root causes of hunger, disease and poverty throughout the
developing world. Our water projects have an immediate life-changing impact,

particularly for women and children, who have the responsibility to gather

water for their families every day of their lives in the developing

world. Successful Global Water projects utilize water and .
sanitation as a tool to create sustainable socioeconomic

development in these poor rural communities.

www.globalwater.org




